Ancient German Polity

people meet in that larger gathering, and treat of and decide on
measures of higher import. In the several administrations the
rule of the magistrate is limited by the advice of his assessors :
the dux cannot punish without the assistance of the priests :
the king is unable to act without the national council ; by it
the principes are elected, lawsuits terminated, offenders
against the tribe condemned. Nor is the relation of the king
to the principes parallel with that of the princeps to his
comites. The princeps fights not for the king, but for his own
glory ; the comes fights not for glory, but for the princeps.
The king, then, represents but the unity of the tribe, the
princeps the authority of the community, the dux the
influence of personal pre-eminence.

There are at the bottom of the scale unfree cultivators of
the soil, not slaves, but tenants paying rent and holding land
under the free ; slaves proper, such as captives in war, or
gamblers who have staked and lost all; and lastly, freedmen.

Tacitus does not mention the Jutes or Saxons at all, and the
Angles only as one of a list of North German tribes whose places
he does not fix. To Ptolemy we owe the identification of the
seats of the last two, between the Elbe, the Eyder and the
Warnow, in the modern duchies of Holstein, Lauenburg and
Mecklenburg. We can discern nothing distinctive about them,
except that in the second century they were recognized but
insignificant tribes.1

Between the age of Tacitus and Ptolemy and that of Bede we
have very few distinct data : we know, however, that during
the period the name of Saxon was extended to a great aggrega-
tion of North German tribes, which retained their independence
of Rome, their ancient religion and seats, and very much of
their ancient barbarism. To what extent they had developed
the germs of a political system common to them with the rest of
the Germans, before they took possession of their new home,

1 The origins of the migrating tribes are discussed by H. Munro
Chadwick in The Origin of the English Nation (Cambridge, 1907)*